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milked twice a day, seven days a week, through her entire ten­
month lactation period ... a caretaking requirement many home­
steaders might find too confining. What's more, although goats 
don't require much space, they are difficult to keep penned ... and 
in addition to their fence-attacking tendencies, some of the little 
bleaters are pretty good noisemakers. (Neither of these last two 
qualities will endear you or your goats to the neighbors next door.) 

And bucks are another matter entirely. During fall breeding sea­
son, the male of the species will spew his odor far and wide, letting 
people for blocks around know there is a billy goat in the area. This 
isn't an ordinary country smell we're talking about ... it's foul, 
rank, and-to some folks-even nauseating. So if you're thinking of 
getting into the goat-breeding business, plan to live far away from 
the nearest human nose ... or, perhaps, talk some farmer friend in­
to keeping your buck for you. 

If you intend to get the most (and most economical ) milk produc­
tion from your goat-or any dairy animal, for that matter-you 
must have a good understanding of its nutritional needs during lac­
tation and dry periods, and provide good veterinary care. You 
should know, too, that the tiny fat droplets in goat's milk-unlike 
those of cow's milk-are mixed throughout the liquid. The butter­
fat thus doesn't rise naturally to the top (it can be separated me­
chanically ), which means that making butter or cheese is a bit 
difficult. 

Probably the hardest aspect of goat raising, though, is culling a 
favorite doe-no matter how poor her milk production is-because 
the creatures are s0 lovable to have around. And iryou're not will­
ing to "harvest" your caprine companions, it won't be long before 

LAYING HENS 
IN,ITIAL straight run: 35d-45d 
INVESTMENT sexed pullets: 6011-8011 
(VARIES WITH LOCALE) sexed cockerels: 011-1511 

pullets: $2.00-$3.00 
old hens: 5011-$1.50 

HOUSING 2-3 sq. ft./bird
Al\,ID FENCING 1-1½ sq. ft./bird if pasture

available
8 11 roost/bird
1 nest/4 birds 
chicken wire for easture 

MISCELLANEOUS hanging feeders 
NEEDS starter feed trough 

waterers 
brooders 
(incubator) 

FEED per 100 chicks: 
40 lb. starter ration for first 

2 wk. 
250-300 lb. starter for 2-6 wk.
change to growing ration at

6 wk., to layer ration at 
18-20 wk.

100 adults: 24-30 lb./day 
(1 adult: 85-90 lb./yr.) 

2-5 lb. oyster shell/yr.
1 lb. grit/yr.
300-500 eullets: 1 acre pasture

WATER per 100 birds: 6-8 gal./day 
YOUNG none unless incubated 
PER YEAR low production for hybrids 
RATIO for eggs: no male needed 
MALE/FEMALE to incubate: 1/20 
LIFE SPAN 1 yr. egg production 

(decreases each follow-
ing yr.) 

LABOR feed, water, collect eggs: 
1-2 times/day

butcher: 15-min. process

HARVEST first egg harvest: 20-22 wk. 
250-290 eggs/yr.then

(drastic drop after first yr.)
butcher 1-yr. hens 

NA = not applicable 
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one cute doe-at two or three kids per year-multiplies into a yard­
Jul of bleaters that need to be milked and fed ... twice a day, seven 
days a week. 

PIGS 

Among the best waste-to-meat converters, pigs will turn kitchen 
scraps, garden greens, grains, roots, surplus eggs, or offal from oth­
er butchered livestock into hams, pork chops, bacon, and fresh side 
meat. In other words, a swine can be the finest garbage disposal 
available. (Alternatively, when fed a well-balanced store-bought 
diet, a good hog will gain a pound for every 2-1/2 to 3-1/2 pounds of 
feed.) 

Porkers don't require much room ... you can.raise one or two 
from weanling to market weight in a pen 16 feet square. (Note that 
for backyard meat production, pigs should be purchased as wean­
lings in the spring and raised through the summer to their market 
weight of about 220 pounds each. Using this method, you'll avoid 
the considerable husbandry problems associated with handling new­
borns, piglets, and those 400- to 500-pound boars and sows.) And 
all you'll have to do until butchering time is feed and water your 
stock twice a day ... and clean out the manure as often as your 
compost pile needs it or your nose tells you to. 

Most pigs are not jumpers, but they will try the best of fences at 
ground level, so your enclosures must be absolutely "swine tight" 
at the bottom. I've found that commercial hog panels-each of 
which consists of 16 feet of 32"-high welded wire-are just about 
the ideal fencing for a backyard pigpen. 

Along with the tendency of porcine critters to root their way out 
of captivity, pig raising has other drawbacks, such as the work in-

valved in butchering a 200-pound hog ... and even the problem of 
trying to find room for 100 pounds of meat in your freezer. But the 
biggest disadvantage to these otherwise excellent meatmakers is the 
public's general reaction to "essence de hog", so you absolutely 
must consider your neighbors' olfactory tolerances before you set 
up a pork factory behind your house. 

TAKE YOUR PICK 

I've tried to outline some of the objective pluses and minuses of 
each of the five best mini-farm animals ... but don't forget that 
one of your chief considerations should be your personal prefer­
ence. The homesteader who really enjoys his or her critters will 
give them more care and attention ... and the animals will, in 
turn, be more comfortable and therefore more productive. So if, for 
example, you like the soft clucks of a flock of chickens but find the 
thought of raising pigs disgusting, don't let cold economics alone 
determine your choice. 

After all, the caretaker who delights in his or her backyard wards 
is usually the one with a successful, highly product-ive mini-farm 
livestock operation. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Randy Kidd's articles about basic husbandry 
for each of these five livestock species appeared in the fallowing issues 
of MOTHER: "Ten Commandments for Raising Healthy Rabbits" 
(No. 61, page 80) . . . "Ten Commandments for Raising Healthy 
Chickens" (No. 67, page 96 and No. 68, page 94) . . . "Ten Com­
mandments for Raising Healthy Sheep" (No. 60, page 162) . . .  "How 
to Raise Healthy Goats" (No. 65, page 74) . .' . ''How to Raise 
Healthy Pigs" (NJ. 63, page 88). Turn to page 48 to order back issues. 

BACKYARD LIVESTOCK COMPARISON CHART 

BROILERS DUAL-PURPOSE CHICKENS 
straight run: 40d-55d straight run: 3511-4511 
sexed pullets: 4011-5511 sexed pullets: 6011-7011

sexed cockerels: 3511-7011 sexed cockerels: 2011-3011 
pullets: NA pullets: $1.75-$3.00 
old hens: NA old hens: 5011-$1.50 
2-3 sq. ft./bird 2-3 sq. ft./bird
1-1 ½ sq. ft./bird if pasture 1-1 ½ sq. ft./bird if pasture

available available
4-5 sq. ft./bird if kept 10 wk. 1 O II roost/bird 
chicken wire for pasture 1 nest/4 birds 

chicken wire for easture 
hanging feeders hanging feeders 
starter feed trough starter feed trough 
waterers waterers 
brooders brooders 
(incubator) (incubator) 
per 100 chicks: per 100 chicks: 
500-600 lb. starter ration for 40 lb. starter ration for first 

first 6 wk. 2 wk. 
change to finishing ration at 250-350 lb. starter 2-6 wk.

6 wk. change to growing ration at
300-500 pullets: 1 acre pasture 6 wk., to layer ration at 

18-20 wk.
100 adults: 25-35 lb./day 

(1 adult: 85-90 lb./yr.) 
2-5 lb. oyster shell/yr.
1 lb. grit/yr.
300-500 pullets: 1 acre pasture

per 100 birds: 6-8 gal./day per 100 birds: 6-8 gal./day 
none unless incubated none unless incubated 
low eroduction for hybrids low production for hybrids 
NA for eggs: no male needed 

to incubate: 1/10-15 
5-15 wk. (see HARVEST) butcher meat hens at 20-22 wk. 

butcher layers at end of first 
egg season 

feed, water: 1-2 times/day feed, water, collect eggs: 1-2 
butcher: 15-min. process times/day 

butcher: 15-min. process 

butcher "Cornish game hen" first egg harvest: 20-22 wk. 
at 5 wk. 200-270 eggs/yr.then

butcher broiler at 8 wk. 4-6-lb. adults for meat
butcher roaster at 11-15 wk. 
1 lb. meat/2.5 lb. feed 
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RABBITS 

$5-$25 each 

all-wire hutches, 
24" X 30" X 36" 

nest boxes 
crocks for food and water 

120 lb. pellets/10-lb. adult 
24-30 lb. additional pellets/

pregnancy
65-100 lb. pellets/litter
mineral and salt spools

1 gal./day/rabbit 
4-6 litters of 8/yr./doe

(optimal, 32-48 total)
1/10 

4-5 yr. 

feed, water: 1-2 times/day 
butcher: 5-min. process 

first harvest: 10-12 mo. 
2 lb. meat/4-lb. bunny 
hides 
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SHEEP 
9011/lb. 
90-lb. lamb = $81

15-20 sq. ft. shed/adult plus
pasture

10-15 sq. ft. shade/adult
39 11-high, 12 11-grid woven wire

or 2-strand electric 

manger and feed bunk 
creep feeder for lambs 
(shearing equipment) 

3½-4 lb. hay/day/sheep, 5-6 lb. 
during pregnancy and lac-
tation (700-850 lb. hay/year 
with 6 mo. pasture) 

Grain: 15-20 lb./year/adult 

2-3 gal./day/sheep 
1.5/ewe 

1/30-35 

5-6 yr.

feed, water: 1-2 times/day 
shear each spring 
butcher: 30-min. process 

first harvest: 1-yr. ewe should 
produce first litter + 8 lb. 
wool 

50-65 lb. meat/100-lb. lamb
8 lb. wool/year/animal

More detailed how-to help can be found in the fallowing texts: Rais­
ing Rabbits the Modern Way ($5.95), Raising Poultry the Modern 
Way ($6.95), Raising Sheep the Modern Way ($6.95), Raising Milk 
Goats the Modern Way ($5.95), Raising the Homestead Hog 
($11.95). 

These books are available for their list prices-plus 951 shipping and 
handling on one or two titles or $2. 00 on orders of three or more books­
from Mother's Bookshelf®, 105 Stoney Mountain Road, Henderson­
ville, North Carolina 28791.: 

THE INEVITABLE ENO 
This article would not be 

complete without at least a 
mention of what may be the 
hardest part of livestock 
raising . . . butchering the 
animals you've nurtured 
since birth. If you fmd 
you can't overcome such 
squeamishness, you may 
do well to limit your op� 
eration to milk-producing 
goats (you can sell their 
offspring) or egg-laying 
chickens. 

But if you choose to go

GOATS 

registered: $50-$300+ 
purebred: $25-$200+ 
grade: $20-$100+ 

15 sq. ft. shelter/goat plus 
pasture or pen 

54 11-high sturdy wire or 3-strand 
electric or 52 11 X 16 ' stock 
panel 

feed bunk and hay manger 
milk stand and equipment 

3 lb. hay/day/goat (540 lb./yr. 
w/6 mo. pasture) 

½ lb. grain/lb. milk produced 
(500-1,000 lb. grain/yr.) 

2-5 ga!./day/goat
1-3/yr./doe

1/20-30. 

5-6 yr. 

feed, water: 1-2 times/day 
milking: 2 times/day 
milk handling 
butcher: 30-min. erocess 
first milk harvest: 1 yr. 
milk: 1 gal./day (305-day 

lactation period) 
meat 
hides 

through with the proces_➔,
you'll discover that butchj­
ering is not difficult oncf 
you learn the techniques. 
And harvesting your owji 
meat certainly instills rel­
spect and a sense of rd­
sponsibility for the animall 
that provided it . . . an att:if. 
tude too often lacking ia 
those folks who simply pick 
up their chops or drum• 

. sticks, neatly prepackaged 
in plastic wrap, at the gro­
cery store. 

PIGS 
$1.00/lb. 
45-65-lb. pig = $45-$65

8-10 sq. ft./shelter/pig plus 
outside area 

36 11-high welded wire with 
sturdy bottom or 2-strand 
electric or 32 11 X 16 ' hog 
panels 

feeders 
waterers 
mud wallow 

400-600 lb. balanced ration 
from weaning to 230-lb. pig 
(or 1,400 lb. garbage) 

1-3 gal./day/pig
NA

NA 

one summer 

feed, water: 1-2 times/day 
butcher: 30-60-min. process 

4-6 mo. after purchase of 30-lb.
piglet

135 lb. meat/200-300-lb. pig 
hides 
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